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FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION 

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Video conference call 

December 12-13, 2017 

6 pm – 8 pm (Dec. 12, UK time) 

 

CEC 17-38-cc. The FWCC Central Executive Committee gathered by telephone conference call 

at 6:00 pm on December 12, 2017 (UK time). 

 

Present: 

Gretchen Castle (Philadelphia YM)   General Sec FWCC 

Elizabeth Cazden (New England YM)  Assistant Clerk FWCC 

Ronis Chapman (Australia YM)   Exec Sec AWP Section  

Sue Glover Frykman (Sweden YM)   Clerk EME Section 

Marisa Johnson (Britain YM)    Exec Sec EME Section 

Simon Lamb (Ireland YM)    Clerk FWCC 

Patricia MacGregor (Aotearoa/New Zealand YM) Clerk AWPS 

Robin Mohr (Philadelphia YM)   Exec Sec Section of the Americas 

Myron Guachalla Montano (Bolivia Central YM)  Member at large 

Alastair Reid (Britain YM)    Treasurer FWCC 

Bainito Wamalwa (East Africa YM-North)  Clerk Africa Section  

 

Regrets: 

Ramón Gonzalez-Longória (Cuba YM)  Assistant Clerk FWCC 

Benigno Sanchez-Eppler (New England YM)  Clerk Section of the Americas 

 

Guests: 

Harry Albright      Communications Consultant, FWCC 

Fenwick Kirton-Darling (Britain YM)  Assistant Treasurer FWCC 

Robert Leming     Lighthouse (technical assistance on call) 

Susanna Mattingly     Sustainability Communications Officer, 

FWCC  

 

In our opening worship, we heard the following selection from Living Adventurously, the Faith 

and Practice of Central & Southern Africa YM: 

 
So here is God laying the burden of responsibility for changing our sad and broken world on our 

shoulders. For early Friends saw it as being called to bring the kingdom of heaven here to earth 

now. But God could not and does not abandon us to handle this task on our own. Nor does God 

expect us to achieve miracles purely in our own strength. This is why our living experiential 

relationship with God is so essential. For in this relationship is our strength. Our daily knowledge 

of God walking by our side, carrying us when we do not feel up to the task, encouraging and 

convincing us when we need that extra push, forgiving us when we choose to ignore or reject 

those burdens laid upon us, is what drives us into action and supports us while we carry out the 

responsibilities we are called to.                   -- Simon Lamb, Ireland YM (2002) 



As ratified (final) 30 April 2018  Page 2 

 

CEC 17-39-cc. Welcome. The clerk extended a warm welcome to incoming Treasurer (as of 1 

January 2018) Fenwick Kirton-Darling (Britain YM). We note that the Executive Secretary 

position for Africa Section is still vacant pending the Section’s search process, and that two at-

large positions on the CEC remain unfilled pending the Nominations Committee’s deliberations.  

We have heard that Ramón Gonzalez-Longória (Cuba YM), Assistant Clerk, is unable to be with 

us for this meeting because he is in hospital; we hold him and his family in our prayers. 

 

CEC 17-40-cc. Section Reports. We have heard reports from each of the four Sections on their 

activities since the March 2017 CEC meeting. 

 

AWPS (Ronis Chapman): The Section committee met in Japan last month, hosted well 

by Friends there, and were joined by fundraising consultant Michael Wajda and his wife Alison 

Levie. Being together reminded them how challenging it is to gather across such a large area 

with such diversity in language, culture, and experience. They feel the meeting set them on a 

good course for the coming year. They hope to promote young Friends’ activities. They are 

looking towards a full Section meeting toward the end of 2018, probably in Hong Kong, with a 

young Friends’ gathering attached. 

 

Americas (Robin Mohr): The second cohort of the Traveling Ministry corps will be 

having trainings in January in Bolivia and February in the United States. The next Section 

meeting is expected to take place in the central United States in 2019.  The office expects several 

staff changes in 2018, due to a staff member relocating with her family, likely combining two 

part-time positions into one full-time position.  

 

EMES (Marissa Johnson): The Section has discerned and hired an Assistant Secretary to 

begin March 2018, three days per week, with Marissa cutting back to three days as well. The 

name is to be announced shortly. They expect to have a new clerk from the rise of the 2018 

Annual Meeting, who has not yet been named. The Executive Committee has met once in person 

and once by Skype. The small grants fund has been challenging to administer; it is a learning 

process. People are very concerned about the tense situation in Jerusalem, and are also finding 

difficulties with banking for any organization having transactions with the West Bank.  

 

Africa (Bainito Wamalwa): There have been new challenges this year because of the new 

Executive Committee and Churchill Malimo’s appointment to serve Nairobi YM beginning 

October 15, 2017. A search committee has been working to fill the Executive Secretary position, 

and will be interviewing four candidates this coming weekend. The hope is to fill the position by 

15 January 2018. They are aware that the person needs to be capable of and committed to serving 

both Africa and the CEC.  

 They are preparing a strategic fundraising plan for the Section, in consultation with the 

clerks of all the yearly meetings. They hope to locate Friends in each yearly meeting who can 

assist with this. 

 Young Friends are planning a conference in Uganda in 2018.  
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 In November Bainito Wamalwa, on behalf of the Section, joined two Friends from the 

UK-Congo Partnership on a visit to Friends in Congo (DRC).  

 

CEC 17-41-cc. Accounts and budget. Treasurer Alastair Reid reported that the Trustees’ 

Report for calendar 2016 was timely filed with the Charities Commission for England and 

Wales. As previously noted, both the 2015 and 2016 accounts were adjusted to account for an 

item that had previously been included as an FWCC asset, but was discovered to belong to a 

former staff member. The 2016 accounts ended with a slight surplus rather than the deficit that 

was projected. The Section of the Americans contribution was higher than anticipated due to 

currency exchange rates. Local meetings in EMES also donated more than anticipated. The final 

deficit for the 2016 World Plenary Meeting in Peru was only £13,000. Budgeting will need to 

begin soon for the next World Plenary, in order to accumulate a reserve fund of about £50,000 

before the IRM. 

 For calendar 2017, he hopes that the Section contributions will be as budgeted, depending 

somewhat on currency fluctuations. A total of £7,000 has been realized from sales of the new 

world Quaker map and the 2018 calendar. He hopes for a £6,000 surplus instead of a £7,000 

deficit as budgeted. That figure is tentative, however, as a substantial portion of income is 

normally received in the final quarter of the year. 

 The Treasurer noted that the European Union has amended its General Date Protection 

Regulations, effective 25 May 2018, to increase protection for individuals whose data we hold. 

We will need to upgrade our systems and procedures to comply with this. The International 

Finance Committee is looking at specific aspects of the standard and will have recommendations 

for the CEC before the May effective date. The anticipated withdrawal of the UK from the 

European Union is not likely to affect our need to comply with this new standard.  

  

CEC 17-42-cc. Strategy Working Group Report. The General Secretary spoke to a written 

progress report from the Strategy Working Group as it follows up decisions made at the 2017 

CEC meeting:  

 Youth Pilgrimage Project: Britain YM has discovered that it had been holding £93,500 

in restricted funds for the Pilgrimage, which it is now turning over to FWCC, in addition to the 

moneys released by EMES and the Section of the Americas. Some additional work needs to be 

done before we are ready to disburse grants. 

 Fundraising across FWCC: The Moir Fund has supported work in Africa and the 

Section of the Americas, as well as work in the World Office, which we hope will build up our 

fundraising capacity. Michael Wajda has continued to work with each Section as appropriate. 

There are challenges in each of the Sections, but hopefully we can move forward in creative 

ways. It may be useful to form an International Fundraising Working Group to support and 

coordinate this work, as the International Finance Committee has suggested; this will require 

more discernment, and no recommendation is brought at this time. 

 Integrity around colonialism and inequality: Many other organizations (including 

Friends United Meeting and Evangelical Friends International) are working on similar concerns. 

In some places the concern is expressed in racial rather than colonial terms. There is 

consideration of a study guide with writings from different parts of the world on how 
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colonialism, racism, and inequality have affected our work. This could lead to one or more 

Consultations, and/or to consideration at the next Plenary.  

 Bridge-building within the Quaker world. We can be more active in visiting 

evangelical meetings and larger gatherings. We also have personal connections with a number of 

evangelical leaders in the USA, which can be strengthened. It may be possible to hold joint 

consultations on colonialism and inequality, an issue that EFCI has also actively considered.  

 

 We have had some opportunity to share thoughts and comments on this report. We will 

have opportunity to respond and discern further on these matters, with the hope of reaching 

decisions in April/May 2018. 

 

CEC 17-43-cc. Nominations.  We have received the following recommendations from the 

International Nominations Committee: 

 For service on QUNO-Geneva: Betty Pulido (Philippines Evangelical Friends 

International Mission (PEFIM) / AWPS), a second three-year term from 1 January 2018 

through 31 December 2020. 

 For service on QUNO-New York: Susanna Jalka (German YM / EMES), a first three-

year term from 1 January 2018 through 31 December 2020. 

We approve these recommendations. 

  
CEC 17-44-cc. Appointment of Treasurer. We confirm and ratify the appointment of Hugh 

Fenwick Ridley Kirton-Darling (Britain YM) as Treasurer of FWCC beginning 1 January 2018, 

and authorize him to conduct all banking and financial transactions on FWCC’s behalf. We 

confirm that the signatories on all FWCC bank accounts are and shall be the General Secretary, 

the Treasurer, Simon C. Lamb, and Alastair Reid.  

 

CEC 17-45-cc. Sustainability Communications Officer. Susanna Mattingly (Britain YM), 

Sustainability Communications Officer for FWCC under a grant-funded position, has spoken to 

introduce herself and her work. She joined staff in September 2017, having previously worked 

with government and corporate sustainability efforts. This seems an opportune time for FWCC to 

use its voice among Friends to promote the spiritual call to act and live sustainability, not 

through fear and guilt but through faith. She focuses on sharing positive stories of what Friends 

are doing, and how the underlying spiritual imperative prompts us to take action. This uses 

yearly meetings and young adult Friends networks. She is coordinating an online network 

including social media channels; organizing live-chat online events for young Friends around the 

world, with the first small pilot event held in November 2017 and another planned for January 

2018; gathering positive stories to be shared through videos, photos, and case studies; linking 

companion meetings across Sections and across the diversity of Quaker traditions; and 

organizing a global online gathering for later in 2018. She works closely with QUNO on the 

shared work. They hope to prepare a Quaker toolkit for meetings. She attended the COP23 

conference in Bonn. She has gotten positive response from Friends and yearly meetings around 

the world, and invites more stories about what Friends are doing. 

 We have had some opportunity to reflect on this report. Both sustainability and structural 

inequality give us exciting opportunities to engage with Friends, not around “what is FWCC,” 
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but on substantive issues of concern to Friends. We were asked to remind Yearly Meetings 

within our Sections to respond before the next CEC meeting on their two sustainability actions. It 

would be helpful for us to know which yearly meetings have already sent reports, so we can 

work in a coordinated fashion. We were reminded that not all yearly meetings share the 

commitment to sustainability and climate change work. In response to a concern about how this 

may impact Section offices, Susanna clarified that the World Office is not expecting Section 

offices to undertake major follow-up with yearly meetings, but only to be aware of and reinforce 

what the World Office is doing, and to pass along information they may receive or pick up in 

conversations.  

It is important that the sustainability work include distribution other than through 

electronic communications, for those who are unable to or choose not to access information that 

way.  

We thank Susanna for this report, and are pleased to see this work move forward. We 

look forward to further conversations at the 2018 meeting.  

 

CEC 17-46-cc. Plenary Meeting Venue 2023. The Clerk noted that we have received one 

invitation for 2023 (which he prefers not to disclose so as to leave other options open). The 

Section of the Americas, having been the venue for the 2016 Plenary, is not likely to host the 

next one. EMES is unlikely to have suitable venues, although we would consider it. He asked 

Sections to seriously and prayerfully consider multiple options, with the hope that we can settle 

on a venue as early as possible, hopefully even by the end of our meeting at Moyallon, five years 

ahead of the meeting. This would assist with fundraising and planning. Those who have ideas 

can also communicate with the World Office, which can then proceed with inquiries to those 

yearly meetings or groups.  

 
CEC-47-cc. Plans for 2018 CEC meeting and related travel. The Clerk provided some 

logistical information on the 2018 meeting in Northern Ireland, UK, with flights into either 

Dublin, Ireland, or Belfast City or Belfast International Airports, UK. His sister has agreed to 

cater for us, as she did in 2014. It is a relaxed venue, and casual dress is appropriate.  

 The General Secretary noted that Britain YM will begin at Friends House, London, the 

day our meeting finishes, beginning at 4 pm. The Quaker World Relations Committee of BYM 

would welcome those who are able to attend; Robin is already slated to offer a workshop. The 

Office will book and cover the cost of hotel accommodations near the meetinghouse, as well as 

travel between Moyallon and London. She asked that CEC members advise her as soon as 

possible whether they may be able to attend.        

 The Section Secretaries will meet in retreat before the CEC meeting.  

The clerk requested that those with suggestions for agenda for the next CEC meeting 

notify the office promptly. We are reminded of our commitment to also give notice to our full 

constituency of the upcoming meeting. 

 

CEC 17-48-cc. Changes in CEC.  
 We acknowledge that Patricia MacGregor, outgoing Clerk of AWPS, and Alastair Reid, 

outgoing Treasurer, will be finishing their terms of service on the CEC as of 31 December 2017. 

We are grateful for their diligent service to FWCC and look forward to their continued interest in 
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its work. We look forward to welcoming in 2018 Ronald Titus (Bhopal YM), incoming Clerk of 

the Asia West Pacific Section, and whoever is selected as the new Secretary of the Africa 

Section. 

  

CEC 17-49-cc. Closing. We closed with silent worship at about 8:00 pm (20:00), UK time, 

intending to meet next, God willing, at Moyallon, Northern Ireland, UK, 29 April to 4 May 2018. 

  

Simon C. Lamb, Clerk 

Elizabeth Cazden, Assistant / Recording Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends World Committee for Consultation 

Minutes of Central Executive Committee 

Electronic Minutes 2017-18 (awaiting ratification at in-person meeting 2018) 

 

CEC 17-36-e. Treasurer Nomination. The International Nominations Committee has 

considered and now recommends the nomination of Fenwick Kirton-Darling (Britain YM) to 

serve as the Treasurer of the Friends World Committee for Consultation, for a 3 year term 

commencing 1st day of 1st month, 2018. We have considered this recommendation and 

we approve this nomination.  (approved August 2017 by email concurrence) 

 

CEC 17-37-e. QUNO Nominations. The International Nominations Committee has 

considered and now recommends the nominations of Diane Keefe (New York YM) and Hezron 

Masitsa (Nairobi YM) to serve on the QUNO New York Committee for a 3 year term 

commencing 26th day of 10th month, 2017. We have considered these recommendations and 

approve these nominations. (approved as of October 23, 2017 by email concurrence) 

  

Recorder’s NOTE: Per clarification by Gretchen following the approval, we propose 

rewording the minute for final approval in May 2018, to read as follows: 

 The International Nominations Committee has considered and now recommends the 

nominations of Diane Keefe (New York YM/Section of the Americas) and Hezron Masitsa 

(Nairobi YM/Africa Section) to serve on the QUNO New York Committee, commencing 26th of 

10th month 2017. Diane Keefe will fill out the final months of the term of Welling Hall, who has 

resigned due to a job change, and will then serve a full three-year term ending 31 December, 

2020. Hezron is filling a vacancy that began 1 January 2017, and will serve until 31 December 

2019. We have considered these recommendations and approve these nominations.   

 


