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About FWCC
The Quaker community circles the globe, spanning a rich diversity
of regional cultures, beliefs and ways of worship.
Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) brings Quakers
together in multiple ways to celebrate God in our lives, to gather
the Quaker voice, build networks to address issues of our time, and
to unite Friends within our diversity.
Today there are approximately 400,000 Quakers in 87 different
countries. The majority of yearly meetings, across all Quaker
traditions, are affiliated with FWCC.
The World Office uniquely represents all Friends at the global level
through its participation with the United Nations through the
Quaker United Nations Offices in New York and Geneva, and the
Crime Commission in Vienna, offering Quakers the chance to
contribute to world affairs
FWCC’s consultation extends to those of other faiths through work
with the World Council of Churches, the Conference of Secretaries
of the Christian World Communions, and participation in global
ecumenical and interfaith work.
Through its five offices, the World Office and four Section offices,
FWCC builds networks for worship, witness, and fellowship among
Friends.

Mission statement:
Answering God’s call to universal love, FWCC brings Friends of
varying traditions and cultural experiences together in worship,
communications, and consultation to express our common
heritage and our Quaker message to the world.

Connecting Friends
Crossing Cultures
Changing Lives . . .
through Faith
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Five overarching aims of World Office work:
Support Section work and strengthen connections across
Sections
Bring Friends together using technology and meeting face-toface
Generate profound diversity work
Represent Friends at the world level
Amplify the Quaker voice through strengthened networks
Five strategic areas of World Office work:
Working for the sustainability of all of God’s creation
Addressing spiritual issues of privilege and historical injustice
Funding Young Adult Friends in their travel and ministry
Building Bridges across Quaker traditions
Developing greater financial and organisational stability
Throughout 2021 the World Office fulfilled these aims through
several areas of work:

Bringing Friends Together
Like other organisations, FWCC’s way of working was impacted for
most of 2021 by the Covid-19 restrictions and public health
guidance on travel and in-office work. For the second year running,
the Central Executive Committee was unable to hold the usual inperson annual meeting due to Covid-19 travel restrictions and
instead the meeting was held online over four successive days in
June, with additional video conference meetings in March, July,
and November.
Quaker Conversations
During 2021 the World Office continued to bring Friends together
online through a range of online Quaker Conversation events with
topics including sustainability, economic justice, food security, and
the shift to “online Quakerism”. Each session included speakers
from different Sections and breakout rooms to allow for reflection
and conversation among participants. These events have attracted
a total of more than 1,400 participants and video recordings
available on the FWCC website and YouTube channel and have
been viewed more than 1,500 times. www.fwcc.world/resources
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World Quaker Day
The annual World Quaker Day was celebrated on 3 October 2021
on the theme Resilience and Hope: Drawing Strength from our
Quaker Faith. The expansion of videoconferencing capacity
enabled many Friends to participate in worship or other activities
with Friends in a different part of the world. The Africa and AsiaWest Pacific Sections conducted a joint online worship for the first
time.
Photo: Bainito Wamalwa,
FWCC Africa Section Clerk
joined hundreds of Quakers
across Kenya and other
parts of Africa in a hybrid,
programmed service for
World Quaker Day 2021

Environmental justice
We worked with the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) and
Friends worldwide to support climate action at the UN climate
talks (COP26) which took place in Glasgow, UK in November. We
organised several events for Friends and others during the two
week conference including webinars to share views of Young
Friends around the world; reflections on the UN climate
negotiations; and an official side event on fair share in finance for
people affected by loss and damage.
In the run up to COP26 we worked with Britain Yearly Meeting to
connect Quakers around the world as pen pals, to help bring the
experiences and voices of those at the forefront of the climate
crisis to the UN talks. In correspondence with one another, over 100
Friends discussed the commitments they would like to see at
COP26, as well as exploring how Quakers can call on governments
to do this.
The World Office also convenes the Global Quaker Sustainability
Network made up of Quaker agencies and representatives
working in the area of environmental justice, which aims to
increase collaboration between our organisations and strengthen
the work we all do. The group meets every two months and
includes members from all Sections of FWCC.
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United Nations
FWCC holds consultative status at the United Nations (UN) and
provides accreditation for Friends speaking in intergovernmental
settings, offering Quakers the chance to contribute to world affairs.
All QUNO statements at the UN are made in the name of FWCC.
In 2021 FWCC drafted a statement with QUNO Geneva, Friends
Committee on National Legislation and Quaker Earthcare Witness
that QUNO Geneva presented at the 48th Human Rights Council
Session calling for action on environmental injustice, the climate
crisis, and highlighting inequalities for people of African descent.
FWCC also engages at the United Nations through the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ).
The Commission meets annually in Vienna and every five years the
Commission holds an International Congress.
At the 14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice held in Kyoto, Japan in March 2021, Quakers from
the United Kingdom and Australia gave a presentation on
restorative justice, which can be viewed on the FWCC website.
www.fwcc.world/areas-of-work/united-nations
QUNO represents FWCC at the
UNFCCC climate negotiations, and
at the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) where we are
the only accredited faith-based
observer organisation actively
engaged in the negotiations.
Photo: Lindsey Fielder Cook, QUNO
The unique access and influence
Representative for Climate Change
Quakers have in these multilateral
negotiations helps ensure legally
significant texts reflect important findings on the environment
and conflict, climate justice, human rights, gender equality,
meaningful participation in decision making and the role of
sustainable diets in maintaining a liveable planet.
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Ecumenical
FWCC’s consultation extends to those of other faiths through work
with the World Council of Churches (WCC) including their Faith
and Order Commission, the Conference of Secretaries of the
Christian World Communions, and participation in global
ecumenical and interfaith work.
Throughout 2021 FWCC participated in a series of online meetings
of religious leaders and scientists organised by the British and the
Italian Embassies together with the Holy See, setting out a vision
for tackling the climate crisis. On 4 October 2021, former General
Secretary Gretchen Castle represented FWCC and Quakers
worldwide as faith leaders met at the Vatican to share their appeal
to the political leaders attending COP26.

Supporting Young Adult Friends
Building on the work of the Young Friends for Climate Action,
Peace and Justice network formed in 2020, the World Office
worked in partnership with a Young Friends planning committee
and Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre to create an
intergenerational course called ‘The foundations and future of
Quaker change-making’.
We also hosted an interactive, online event to mark the start of
COP26 where young Friends from Bolivia, Burundi, USA and the
Philippines shared their experiences of the climate crisis and their
hopes for the future.
Photo: Farmers Marisa
and Raymond in the
Philippines lost 80% of
their harvest in 2021 due
to the heat, prolonged
drought and changing
climate. Credit: Ludwig
Quirog
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International Membership
FWCC’s International Membership Programme acts as a support
for both isolated Friends and newly established worship groups.
With the support of the Sections, it nurtures individuals and
supports groups by organising intervisitation, sending out
correspondence, promoting conferences, and providing
information about other Friends organisations. At the end of 2021
there were 106 individual International Members.

Photo: Georgia Worship Group by Misha Elizbarashvili

Financial Report
The World Office is largely funded by contributions from the
Sections and yearly meetings, with some donations from local
meetings, churches and individuals as well. In 2021 the amount of
these donations dropped by £39,000, partly because of Covid-19.
However changes in our activities also due to the pandemic - in
particular the move to online rather than in-person events - meant
we were able to balance the books.
We invested effort and money in improving our website and
database, which is already improving our service. As Covid-19
restrictions are lifted, we will continue to bring Friends together in
a combination of online and in-person ways.
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In 2024 we will hold our first World Plenary Meeting for over 8
years, in 'hybrid' form, for which we are hoping to raise £120,000 to
facilitate participation for Friends from every yearly meeting, so
that the cost of travel or technological access is not a barrier to
taking part.
With fundraising, careful budgeting and our reserves which
remain adequate, we remain able to support our main purposes of
connecting Friends, crossing cultures and changing lives across
our many differences and within our spiritual unity. We thank you
for all you give to make that possible.
To read our most recent Trustees' Report and Accounts including
the full financial report, visit www.fwcc.world/aboutus/governance/trustee-reports-accounts

Finding Quakers Around the World
The family of Friends is beautifully diverse. We need each other –
for sustenance and companionship, to broaden our perspective of
what it means to be a Quaker, and to give us hope in a world of
great challenge.
Epistles
On the FWCC website you can find Epistles from yearly meetings
and other bodies around the world to all Friends everywhere,
which articulate a collective sense of experience and how God has
moved among Friends during a gathering:
www.fwcc.world/resources
Online Worship
The World Office maintains a list of Quaker meetings and Friends
churches offering online worship to Friends around the world:
www.fwcc.world/find/online-worship If you would like to share
details of other online Quaker worship groups, please email the
World Office.
Quaker World Map
You can download the Quaker world map from FWCC’s website.
FWCC also maintains the Friends Directory (available in print and
online) to help find Friends around the world: www.fwcc.directory
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