
Friends Center is the Quaker hub for peace and 
justice in Philadelphia. The property is jointly owned 
by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, American Friends 
Service Committee, and Central Philadelphia Monthly 
Meeting.

The propeThe property was modified in 2009 to reduce energy 
and water consumption and eliminate carbon 
emissions. The renovation was guided by Quaker 
commitments to peace, equality, simplicity & integrity. 

Buildings account for one third of all energy use and Buildings account for one third of all energy use and 
twice the CO   emissions of cars. Forty percent of 
material in landfills is construction waste and 
demolition debris. When planning the renovation, 
Friends Center realised that to successfully face 
environmental challenges they had to pay attention to 
the impact of their buildings. 

Key features of the green building include: Key features of the green building include: 
 

QUAKERS & SUSTAINABILTIY

Friends all around the world are taking climate 
action, recognising that sustainability and care for 
the earth are integral to our spiritual faith and our 
Quaker testimonies. 

Quakers are urgently conceQuakers are urgently concerned with the human 
impacts of climate change and the interconnected 
issues of peace, justice, human rights and the 
prevention of violent conflict. 

Friends Friends World Committee for Consultation 
(FWCC) has joined with other Quaker 
organisations and signed up to a statement on 
climate change that has been used at the UN 
climate negotiations.

FWCC coordinates a global Quaker sustainability FWCC coordinates a global Quaker sustainability 
movement for positive climate action to help us 
live in right relationship with all creation and in a 
sustainable way on the earth.

Join in and amplify the Quaker voice at:

FWCC.WORLD/SUSTAINABILITY
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A geothermal heating and cooling system 
eliminates the need for fossil fuels

Rainwater from the meeting house roof is captured 
in cisterns and used to flush toilets in the office

A rooftop garden captures rain water, cools the 
building in summer and preserves the underlying 
roof. And it’s beautiful!

Open design and large windows fill the interior Open design and large windows fill the interior 
with daylight reducing electricity used for lighting 
and increasing workers’ sense of well being 

Read more about Friends Center here: 
www.friendscentercorp.org

The green roof and meeting house roof at 
Friends Center against the Philadelphia skyline

Redesigning the Friends Center


