Friends World Committee
for Consultation (FWCC)
Recognition of a Worship Group by FWCC
When there is a large enough group of Friends in one place, the group
may want to form a Worship Group. The number of members will vary,
and usually there will be a number of International Members or people
with membership in another country, as well as regular attenders.
After the decision to form a group worshipping after the manner of
Friends, one person should be designated to serve as convenor of the
Worship Group. The convenor is responsible for the arrangements for
Meetings for Worship, including informing others of the place and times
of those Meetings. One member of the group should be appointed as
contact person with Friends elsewhere (including FWCC) and for local
enquirers. This may be the convenor although it is good practice to share
and rotate the responsibilities around.
As the worship group develops its spiritual life and continuity as a
worshipping community, FWCC encourages an application for formal
recognition by FWCC. To apply, the Convenor of the group should
contact the International Membership Secretary at the World Office or
the appropriate Section Secretary with relevant details. These would
include the number of regular worshippers and how frequently
the group meets.Where FWCC gets to know a group well through one of
its Sections, it may take the initiative in considering formal recognition.

FWCC enables
Friends to work
together by


Arranging conferences
gatherings



Encouraging
intervisitation
and travel under religious
concern (including Quaker
Youth Pilgrimages)









The International Membership Applications Committee will consider the
application at its next meeting, in consultation with the section
secretary. If the committee discerns that the group is ready for
recognition, it will minute this.
Recognition establishes a link so that intervisitation may take place.
Information can also be exchanged regarding any new Friends known to
be moving into the area. The name and address of the group’s contact
person should be notified to the International Membership Secretary for
inclusion on the list of Worship Groups.
The Worship group will be made known to the officers and staff of the
FWCC Section and the World Office so that they can try to include the
group on the itinerary of their travels. It is also useful for the contact
person to remain in regular contact with their FWCC Section, as the
Sections have their own newsletters and can help link the group to other
Friends in the region.
Worship groups are encouraged to join in the business and worship of
their FWCC Section as much as possible. Each Section has regular
business meetings that worship groups may be able to send
representatives to. Many small groups are finding that they can have
regular contact with other Friends using social media and other
electronic forms of communication that helps to nourish the life of their
meeting.
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